NORTHWEST ATLANTIC

ANNOUNCING RECENT EXPANSIONS IN 2005
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Hart Stores continues to grow and Northwest Atlantic is pleased to confirm upcoming
openings in Sudbury and Espanola, Ontario in the first week of August!
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With 70 locations throughout Quebec, Atlantic Canada and now undertaking an aggressive
expansion into southern and northern Ontario, Hart is poised to take its place as one of
Canada’s leading retail chains. The company operates under the Hart, Bargain Giant and
Geant des Aubaines banners, however all newly opened stores and those slated for future
expansion will operate under the Hart corporate banner.

Location, store size and unique merchandise selection remain a core competitive advantage.
Product mix includes national and exclusive brands, home furnishings, housewares, appliances,
home electronics, giftware, non-perishables, giftware, toys, bed & bath, furniture, family
Fashion apparel and footwear as well as seasonal categories.

Hart Stores continues to look for opportunities in the 30,000 to 40,000 square foot range in
medium to smaller markets in Ontario.

For more information
Please contact:

Lawrence Hildebrand Russell Godwin
Tel: (416) 391-6977 Fax: (416) 391-1300 Tel: (416) 391-6960 Fax: (416) 391-1300
lawrence@northwestatlantic.com russell@northwestatlantic.com
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